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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. The Group had before it the Ministerial Declaration on the Promotion of 
the Trade of Less-developed Countries of JO November 1961 and noted the 
importance and relevance of the commitments undertaken by governments in the 
Declaration. 

2. The Group considered the specific proposal put forward by Nigeria relating 
to duty-free entry for tropical products (L/1608) and noted that most Ministers 
at their meeting in November 1961 were of the view that this proposal should be 
given careful consideration. 

J. Most members were of the view that the Nigerian proposal should be 
implemented at an early date. In implementing this proposal, account should 
be taken of the situation of those countries which at present enjoy preferential 
access to markets and, concurrently with the move towards duty-free entry, action 
should be considered to meet their adjustment problems as well as the problems 
of those countries which are adversely affected by the continuation of the 
preferences during the transitional period, in order to maintain and accelerate 
the economic development of both groups of countries. 

4. Other members of the Group pointed out that the principle of admitting 
tropical products free of duty had not been accepted and that, in the Ministerial 
Declaration, most of the Ministers, in referring to this point, merely said it 
would be given "careful consideration" by their governments. 

5. In these circumstances, the Group agreed to establish a Sub-Group with 
the terms of reference set out below. 

II. ESTABLISHMENT OF SUB-GROUP 

6. The Group decided on the following terms of reference for the Sub-Group, 
it being understood that the work should relate, on a commodity-by-commodity 
basis, in the first instance to the following products: cocoa, coffee, tea, 
vegetable seeds and oils, tropical timber /and bananas/. 
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The Sub-Group should: 

(a) appraise in respect of an illustrative number of developing countries 
the importance to developing countries~-of the preferential or other 
sheltered access they enjoy in certain industrialized markets in the 
context of their economic needs; 

(b) appraise in respect of an illustrative number of developing countries 
the effects on their trade of the preferential or other sheltered 
access enjoyed by their competitors; 


